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Message

Hossain Mohammad Salim
Emam, Hezbut Tawheed

Just as a single leg cannot support
a body, a society cannot progress
without the equal participation of
women. This is a natural law, and
Islam affirms this principle. When Allah
commissioned His final Messenger to establish
His way of life, Allah’s Messenger Muhammad

(PBUH) built a nation where men and women stood as
equal partners in all endeavors and challenges.

Pre-Islamic Arabia treated women as less than
human. They were repressed, dominated by men, and
viewed solely as objects of entertainment, their primary
purpose being childbirth. Islam transformed this reality. It
granted women human rights, recognized their knowledge
and skills, and empowered them to develop their talents
and demonstrate their abilities. Historically, women and
marginalized groups have been most receptive to the
ideals of Islam. The first person to embrace Islam was a
woman, and the first person to sacrifice their life for it was
also a woman.

During the nascent stages of Islam, women readily
sacrificed theirlives for its protection. They worked alongside
men, making the ultimate sacrifice and contributing to the
building of civilization, not confined to the domestic sphere.
They inspired their families to strive on the path of Allah
and even fought bravely. Women actively participated in all
aspects of the Messenger’s newly formed state of Medina,
including political, military, diplomatic, social, judicial,
administrative, educational, medical, and religious spheres.
The golden age of Islamic civilization flourished due to the
contributions of both men and women.

However, today, these same rights are often denied,
with women effectively imprisoned by misinterpretations of
religious teachings. It is claimed that women are the root of
all sin, leading to the absurd notion that showing their faces
or hearing their voices is sinful. They are even barred from
entering the house of Allah, the mosque.

We at Hezbut Tawheed strive to liberate women
from this unjust confinement by disseminating the true
teachings of Islam. Men and women work together with
dignity in our struggle. However, misogynistic scholars,
unable to accept the rightful role of women, resort to
harassing them in public. Undeterred by such fanatical
extremism and propaganda, the women of Hezbut Tawheed
march forward with the torch of truth. On the occasion of
Hezbut Tawheed Women’s Conference-2024, I extend my
deepest respect to these courageous fellow soldiers.
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Message

Rufaydah Panni
Secretary,

Women Affairs Department, Hez-
but Tawheed

The image of Islam prevalent today
is often alarming, particularly for
women. Conventional interpretations
often trample upon women’s freedom
in various ways, restricting their
empowerment, social participation, clothing
choices, inheritance rights, access to education,
freedom of expression, movement, career choices,
cultural practices, and more. Witnessing the oppression of
women in Afghanistan by the Taliban has further entrenched
Islamophobia globally. Feminists argue that Islam inherently
denies women social, economic, and political equality,
establishing male authority and dominance.

Sadly, similar fatwas are propagated by scholars
within our own country. Akin to the Taliban, they oppose
women’s empowerment and higher education, resorting to
derogatory remarks like “women are the cause of all mischief”
or “women are bananas without peel” Such pronouncements
are not only deeply offensive to women but also constitute an
insult to Allah, His Messenger, and the very essence of Islam.

In this context, the women of Hezbut Tawheed have
embarked on a relentless struggle, a jihad, to educate women
about their inherent rights and dignity bestowed by Allah. This
pursuit has subjected them to abuse within their families and
communities. As they carry the message of Tawheed to the
public, they face constant harassment from misogynistic fatwa
groups and their followers.

Hezbut Tawheed believes that merely propagating the
theoretical aspects of Islam is insufficient. We strive to translate
these principles into a tangible reality, and this extends to the
realm of women’s empowerment. Our women have played a
pivotal role in every initiative undertaken by our movement. In
the last decade alone, we have organized over three lakh public
awareness meetings, and women’ contributions to their success
have been paramount. Throughout the year, they tirelessly
promote our ideological magazines, leaflets, and books,
enduring the scorching sun and torrential rain. Simultaneously,
they manage their families, inspiring their husbands and
children to contribute to the betterment of humanity.

While bigotry progressively erodes the Muslim
nation, and Muslim women are burdened by distorted dress
codes, the modern world fixates on the so-called “freedom” of
Western women. It is amidst this backdrop that the ordinary
women of Hezbut Tawheed are quietly leading a revolution
against bigotry. I am deeply honored to be a part of this
movement. On the occasion of Hezbut Tawheed Central
Women’s Conference-2024, I extend my heartfelt respect to all
my courageous sisters in this struggle.



Meher Afroz Chumki MP,
Honorable State Minister
of Ministry of Women and
Child Affairs, is speaking

to the women of Hezbut
Tawheed. Venue: Public
Library Auditorium, Dhaka;
Date: 27 May 2014

Hezbut Tawheed'’s female members
have organized thousands of public
awareness programs to address the
issue of “Misuse of religion hindering
women'’s progress.”

:ain Moham

Nern
L Tfj-'hlﬂ Mak 1

- Panni, Secretary of Health
= and Medicine Department of
Hezbut Tawheed addressing
the members of her
department. The conference }
was held on 15 November
2023 at Uttara, Dhaka. E* ;
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THE MISUSE OF RELIGION
IMPEDES WOMEN’S PROGRESS

In the Islamic way of life, Allah has created men and women as
partners and companions. He sent both of them into the world
to act as His representatives. We witness this implementation
throughout the life of Rasulullah (SAW). During the era of true
Islam, women actively participated alongside men in various
social, economic, collective, and national activities. Rasulullah
(SAW) ensured women’s inclusion in mosques, discussions,
Friday congregations, Eids, festivals, medical services,
education, and even on the battlefield.

However, in our contemporary society, a self-
interested clerical group has trapped women, constituting
half of the nation’s population, in a web of false fatwas
(regulations) under the guise of Islamic law. This has
obstructed the progress of women’s intellect and capabilities,
rendering them as an incompetent, weak, inferior, static,
and male-dominated population. Consequently, their roles
have been confined to the confines of their homes.

To perpetuate the suppression of women, this
group disseminates misogynistic and derogatory statements
in religious gatherings, sermons, newspapers, TV, and
radio programs. Widespread false narratives, such as Allah
assigning women less merit, religious rules restricting
women to their homes, women being blamed for all sins and
disasters, or young people being in danger just by looking at
them, contribute to the ulama class’s decision that women
should stay at home, influencing the mindset of both men
and women in Muslim society.

However, these ideas stand in stark contrast to the
principles of Islam ordained by Allah and the entire life of
His Messenger. Islam does not undervalue women’s talent,
knowledge, and abilities. The responsibility of maintaining
modesty in the workplace is obligatory for both men and
women. They can participate in any activity together while
upholding decency and mutual respect. Women, given the
opportunity, can excel and play a significant role in society,
surpassing men in various spheres.

Unfortunately, distorted ideas about women’s issues
propagated in the name of Islam have deprived women of
this opportunity. Unnecessary barriers have been erected,
impeding women’s engagement in various activities and
obstructing the advancement of humanity.
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Religion practitioners’ view of
women Contrary to true Islam
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Rights of Women in Islam

Islam bestows rights and freedom upon women, advocating
for their participation in diverse aspects of social and
national life beyond the family. This principle is evident
in the life of the last Messenger of Allah, where women in
the Ummah Mohammadi not only fulfilled familial duties
but also provided genuine education of Islam to children,
extended hospitality, earned a living, propagated Islam,
served wounded soldiers, and took on crucial responsibilities
in the national arena. Some women even played heroic roles
on the battlefield, dedicating their lives to the field of Jihad.

A3

Women actively participated in supplying provi-
sions during battles, tending to the wounded, and
engaging in various roles.

N

Ummul Mumenin Khadijatul Kubra (R.A.)
provided unwavering support, utmost mercy, and comfort
to the messenger of Allah, who was suffering from physical
and mental torture inflicted by the disbelievers of Makkah.
While bearing the expenses of the struggle to establish the
Deen of Allah, this rich Arab merchant woman eventually
became penniless and destitute.

However, for centuries, Islamic scholars have issued
fatwas against women pursuing higher education or working
outside their homes, using hijab as a pretext. Consequently,
Muslim women have lost their abilities, courage and talents,
becoming dependent objects.

During the time of Rasulullah, the mosque served
as the central hub for all national activities. Its doors were
open to both men and women, who prayed together in the
same congregation with Rasulullah and gained knowledge
about religion directly from him. There were no separate
rooms or curtains for women. However, in the present day,
women often lack the right to enter mosques.

In every aspect of life during that era, women played
a significant role. For instance, Umm Shefa (RA) managed
the market in Madinah, and Rufaidah Aslamiya (RA)
directed the hospital within the premises of Masjid Nabawi
to treat the wounded in war. Women actively participated in
supplying provisions during battles, tending to the wounded,
and engaging in various roles. They even displayed courage
during crises by riding horses and wielding swords. Formerly
considered as mens subordinates, under the influence of
Islam, women transformed into indispensable contributors
to the nation.

Throughout Rasulullah’s life, there is no instance
where women were left behind. Under the leadership of
Honorable Imam Mr. Hossain Mohammad Selim, the
women of Hezbut Tawheed showcase their talents, skills,
and competence in various movement activities with
dignity, side by side with men.
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Does Islam forbid women from
attending the mosque?

F—‘..ﬁl :

According to Islam, there is no prohibition for women
to attend the mosque. In the Quran, Allah commands
both men and women to gather in mosques and perform
salah, stating, “O Bani Adam! When you go to the mosque
for prayer, wear good clothes” (Surah Araf 31). The term
“Bani Adam” encompasses both men and women. During
Rasulullah’s era, believing women regularly participated in
the five daily prayers alongside men in the mosque. Even
today, in Masjidul Haram in Makkah, men and women pray
together and perform Hajj. Historical records indicate that
men used to stand in queues behind the Messenger, with
women in the back row, and there was no barrier between
them. They would sit together and listen to Rasulullah’s
discussions. This practice continued during the reign of the
Kholafaye Rashedun.

Later, some Islamic scholars discouraged women
from attending mosques, fearing the rise of fitna (discord).
However, Rasulullah explicitly stated that no one should
prevent women from going to the mosque. Despite this,
many mosques restrict women’s entry and sometimes
display signboards indicating their exclusion. For centuries,
fabricated laws have deprived women of their right to enter
the house of Allah.

In the Holy Qur’an, Allah commands believers to
strive for the establishment of a life system given by Allah
until fitna is eradicated. Instead of combating unrest, a
group of ulama ordered women to remain under house
arrest. Hezbut Tawheed encourages women to participate
alongside men in all activities, adhering to the true
teachings of Islam. In this movement, men and women pray
together, engage in discussions, and participate in various
activities. Over the past 29 years, thanks to Allah’s grace, no
unpleasant incidents or “fitnah” have occurred. The Emam
of this movement, Mr. Hossain Mohammad Salim, has
faced a lot of propaganda and slander to restore women’s
right to attend the mosque.
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Is it mandatory for women to cover
their faces in Islam?

There is no command for women to cover their faces in
Islam. The rules regarding hijab are clearly stated in the
Qur’an, and veiling more or less than the prescribed limits
is considered transgression. Extravagance in religion is
prohibited (Surah An-Nisa 171, Surah Al-Maida 77). Hijab
means to cover, divide, separate, and veil. In the Quran, the
word “hijab” is not used specifically for women’s clothing. In
verse 31 of Surah Noor, Allah forbids believing women from
displaying their secret beauty, except for the usually visible
parts, and asks them to cover their bosoms with a veil. The
word ‘khumurihinna’ used in the verse instructs women
to cover their bosoms and is derived from ‘khumar; which
means shirt, shawl, blouse, or any covering. It's important to
note that this verse does not refer to covering the face or hair
but specifically mentions the chest.

A3

Even during the time of the Messenger of Allah,
women actively participated in all activities with their
faces uncovered. The Prophet (PBUH) emphasized
that when girls grow up, they should only show their
face and hands (Abu Dawud 4092).

N

In verse 59 of Surah Ahzaab, the Messenger of
Allah (PBUH) is directed to tell his wives, daughters, and
believing women to cover their bosom with their Talabib’
for easy recognition, preventing them from being bullied.
The word ‘Jalabib’ used here is the plural of Jilbab, meaning
shirt, chadar, veil, or robe. If the term ‘Jalabib meant
covering the face, Allah would have used that specific word.
The verse doesn't mention covering the face, head, or hair
but focuses on the chest.

Thereis no verse in the Quran commanding women
to cover their faces; instead, the mentioned verses emphasize
that women should not cover their faces. The face is the most
exposed part of the body, allowing for recognition, and even
slight coverings can interfere with seeing, hearing, eating,
and drinking. Allah’s commandments regarding clothing
are clear, and the distortion of hijab rules facilitates various
crimes. The Merciful Creator has not added complications
to the Deen (Surah Al Hajj 78).

Covering the face with a veil is a clear violation
of Allah’s commandment as per the Qurlan, although
exceptions exist for protection against dust, sand, germs, or
hiding one’s identity. Even during the time of the Messenger
of Allah, women actively participated in all activities with
their faces uncovered. The Prophet (PBUH) emphasized
that when girls grow up, they should only show their face
and hands (Abu Dawud 4092). Women are still required
to uncover their faces during Hajj. Furthermore, if it were
obligatory for women to cover their entire bodies including
the face, there would be no need to instruct believing men
to restrain and lower their gaze (Surah Noor 30).
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Activities of women in
Hezbut Tawheed

Following the footsteps of the Messenger of Allah (PBUH)
in every aspect of movement management is one of the
principles of Hezbut Tawheed. Consequently, when it
comes to women, the organization upholds the principles
set by the Messenger of Allah. Women actively participate
in all activities within the Hezbut Tawheed movement,
contributing to events that become meaningful, well-
rounded, and vibrant. Throughout the initiation and
execution of various initiatives, women have garnered the
trust of the movement, showcasing their talents, knowledge,
and skills. They champion the ideals of Hezbut Tawheed
through publishing, speaking at discussions, and creating
content on social media. Notably, both men and women
play equal roles in all movement activities.

GOOGLE-PLAY Women'’s Role in Religious Practices:

Just as in the time of Rasulallah (pbuh), the
women of Hezbut Tawheed actively participate in religious
activities. They attend the mosque for the five daily prayers
and join in the special prayers for Eid and Jummah. They
engage in religious discussions led by the honorable Emam,
ask questions, and seek answers. They also organize various
religious events, including discussions and iftar gatherings.

GOOGLE-PLAY Women’s Fight Against Religious
Extremism:

In Bangladesh, the women of Hezbut Tawheed are
leading a unique fight against religious extremism, a fight
that is unparalleled in the Muslim world. They are working
nationwide, risking their lives to combat extremism through
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various mediums such as books, magazines, handbills,
and documentaries. Despite facing insults, ridicule, and
even attacks from extremists, they remain undeterred and
continue to protest vehemently against these attacks.

GOOGLE-PLAY

Promotions:

Women play a significant role in the promotional
activities of Hezbut Tawheed. They contribute by
writing articles for newspapers, authoring books, selling
publications, creating content for social media, and
conducting online promotional activities. They also invite
guests to meetings and events, maintain discipline at these
events, deliver speeches, and conduct interviews.

GOOGLE-PLAY Women in Organizational Leadership:

Drawing from historical examples where female
companions of Rasulallah held important responsibilities
such as managing hospitals and markets, the women of
Hezbut Tawheed also have opportunities to lead various
organizational responsibilities. Currently, they hold
important positions within the organization, such as office
editor of the central committee, women’s editor, online
promotional editor, health editor, political communication
editor, and editor of the interfaith harmony department.
They also serve as editors in various departments and
district-level committees based on their competence,
capability, wisdom, and leadership skills.

GOOGLE-PLAY Women in the Cultural Sphere:

In the current scenario, where obscene Western
culture is prevalent on one hand and cultural discussions are
banned by the blind fatwa on the other, creating a societal
imbalance, Hezbut Tawheed is leading a cultural revolution
across the country. Women of Hezbut Tawheed are at the
forefront of this revolution, striving to create a healthy cultural
environment across the country through songs, poetry, and

S = | =

Women in  Organizational
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acting that resonate w1th patrlotlsm, humanity, and faith.

GOOGLE-PLAY Women in Sports:

The women of Hezbut Tawheed participate in various
physical sports while maintaining modesty. They organize
traditional games of rural Bengal annually and also participate
in a marathon race. Hezbut Tawheed has a national standard
women’s kabaddi team, and tournaments are held for women’s



Male and female members participated in a spectacu-
lar display under the direction of Hon’ble Imam. Place:
Konabari, Gazipur. Date: 22 July 2022.
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kabaddi, badminton, cycling, running, etc. Many also engage
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in self-defense sports like wushu and karate.
GOOGLE-PLAY Women in Industry, Agriculture, and

Business:

Educated women of Hezbut Tawheed have
established their business ventures, with many achieving
success as entrepreneurs. A significant number of women are
employed in the medical profession, and some are educators.
Many women work in factories and industries run under the
development project of Hezbut Tawheed. In addition, many
are building their careers in digital marketing. In essence, the
women of Hezbut Tawheed are contributing to the country’s
economy by enhancing their skills and qualifications.

GOOGLE-PLAY Women in Health Services:

Ummut Tijaan Makhduma Panni, the eldest
daughter of the honorable Emamuzzaman and the health
secretary of Hezbut Tawheed, has been serving for a long
time. She has taken charge of her father’s established clinic,
Seleem’s Clinic, with a strong hand. Along with a team of
dedicated doctors and healthcare workers, she is tirelessly
working to provide healthcare services to the members of
Hezbut Tawheed across the country. Additionally, teams of
child psychologists and specialists from Hezbut Tawheed
are working nationwide to ensure the health of women and
children, with women playing a major role in these teams.

Mullahs and ulama have imposed restrictions on
women’s thoughts and actions by exaggerating the rules
of covering women’s bodies (hijab/purda) for hundreds of
years. In contrast, the women of Hezbut Tawheed confront
these constraints by embracing the true teachings of Islam
The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) brought women out of the
abyss of ignorance and barbarism in pre-Islamic Arabia and
ensured their participation alongside men in all national,
social, collective and even military activities.

Similarly, the esteemed Imam of Hezbut Tawheed, Mr.
Hossain Mohammad Salim, is persistently working to promote
womens rights. As a consequence, Hezbut Tawheed has
become a target for threats, verbal abuse, and propaganda from
radical mullahs and fanatics. However, due to the adherence
to the authentic teachings of Islam by Hezbut Tawheed, there
hasn't been a single instance of crimes or humiliating incidents
against women within this movement in the past 29 years. There
has been no incident of eve-teasing, let alone molestation.

Hizbut Tawheed has demonstrated that women
are not the cause of sedition, but rather, believing men and
women are partners and friends of each other. It is through
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